12/17/20^4 13:50 6508517232 



YOUNG LAW FIRM PC 



PAGE 02 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Amended) A head stack assembly for a disk drive, the head stack 
assembly comprising: 

a body portion inchiding a bore defining a pivot axis; 

an actuator arm cantilevered from the body portion; 

a head gimbal assembly supported at the actuator ami and including: 

a load beam having a first end and a second end, the first end being attached to the 
actuator arm, die load beam defining a load beam feature near die second end, at least a portion 
of the load beam feature defining a formed dimple and an extension that extends from the 
formed dimple, t he Mhextension ftat-fe being parallel to the pivot axis and that ho s having a 
rectangular cross-section haviBg that has a lengdi to width aspect ratio that i$ greater than 1; 
wd rthan 1; 

a slider coupled to a free end of the load beam extension, and 

a gimbal coupled to the second end of the load beam and to the slider. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) A load beam assembly for attachment to an actuator arm 
in a disk drive, the disk drive having a disk, the load beam assembly comprising: 

a load beam, the load beam defining a first end and a second end, the first end being 
attached to the actuator arm, the load beam defining a load beam feature near the second end, at 
least a portion of the load beam feature defining a dimple and an extension that extends from 
the dimple an exten s ion that extends toward the dis k and that ha s , the extension having a 
rectangular cross-section having a length to width aspect mtio that is greater than 1. 
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4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A head gimbal assembly for attachment to an actuator 
arm in a disk drive, the disk drive having a disk, die head gimbal assembly comprising: 

a load beam, the load beam defming a first end and a second end^ the first end being 
attached to the actuator arm, the load beam defining a load beam feature near the second end« at 
least a portion of the load beam feature defining a dimple and an extension that extends from 
thft dimple an cjrton a ton that extend s toward the dis k - gad that ha s , the extensio n having a 
rectangular cross-section having a length to width aspect ratio that is greater than 1 ; 
a slider coupled to a free end of the load beam extension, and 
a gimbal coupled to the second end of the load beam and to the slider. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently Amended) A disk drive, comprising: 
a disk having a recording surface; 

a head stack assembly, including: 
a body portion; 

an actuator arm cantilevered from the body portion, and 

a head gimbal assembly supported at the actuator arm and including: 

a load beam, the load beam defining a first end and a second end, the first 
end being attached to the actuator arm, the load beam defining a load beam feature near the 
second end, at least a portion of the load beam feature defining a dimple and an extension that 
extends from the dimple, on cxtcn s ton that extend s toward the dis k and that hn s a Jhe 
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extension having a rectangular cross-section having a length to width aspect ratio tbat is greater 
Hian 1; 

a slider coupled to a free end of the load beam extension, and 

a gimbal coupled to the second end of the load beam and to the slidor. 

g. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) A head stack assembly for a disk drive having a disk, the 
head stack assembly comprising: 

a body portion; 

an actuator arm cantilevered from the body portion; 

a head gimbal assembly supported at the actuator ami and incliiding: 

a load beam having a first end and a second end^ the first end being attached to the 

actuator arm; 

a gimbal coupled to the .second end of the load beam; 

a passive spacer defining a first surface that is coupled to the gimbal and a second 
surfece that faces away from the first surfac e^ the first surface of the passive spacer being 
separated from the second gnrface of the passive spacer bv at least 0>ft2 mm, and 

a slider coupled to the second surface of the passive spacer. 

10. (Canceled) 

1 L (Original) The head stack assembly of Claim 9, wherein the load beam defines a 
dimple near the second end, the passive spacer being coi^>led to the dimple. 
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1 2. (Currently Amended) A head gimbal assembly configured to be supported by an 
actuator ami in a disk drive^ the disk drive having a disk, the head gimbal assembly comprising: 

a load beam having a first end and a second end^ the first end being attached to the 
actuator arm; 

a gimbal coupled to the second end of the load beam; 

a passive spacer defining a first sur&ce that is coupled to the load beam and a second 
surface that faces away fiom the first surface, the first surface of the passive spacer being 
separated from the second surface of the passive spacer by at least 0>02 mm, and 

a slider coupled to the second surface of the passive spacer and to the gimbal. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Original) The head gimbal assembly of Claim 12, wherein the load beam 
defines a dimple near the second end, the gimbal being coupled to the dimple. 

15. (Currently Amended) A disk drive, comprising: 
a disk having a recording surface; 

a head stack assembly, including: 
a body portion; 

an actuator arm cantilevered fi'om the body portion, and 

a head gimbal assembly supported at the actuator arm and including: 

a load beam having a first end and a second end, the first end being 
attached to the actuator arm; 

a gimbal coupled to tfie second end of the load beam; 
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a passive spacer defining a fir&t sur&ce that is coupled to the load beam 
and a second siir£fice Hiat faces away from the first surface, the first Sttrface of the passive 
spacer being separated from the second surface of the passive spacer bv at l east 0.02 mm, 
and 

a slider coupled to the second surface of the passive spacer and to the 

gimbal. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently Amended) The disk drive of Claim 16 Claim IS. wherein a 
dimension of the passive spacer between the first surface of the passive spacer and the second 
surface of the passive spacer is selected to be greater than about 0.02 mm. 

18. (Original) The disk drive of Claim 15, wherein the load beam defines a dimple 
near the second end, tbe gimbal being coupled to the dimple. 
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